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Three men jailed for foreign bribery offences  

Three men have today been sentenced to four years jail each, for conspiring to bribe a public official 

in Iraq.  

The three men were charged as part of Operation Blare, after conspiring to send $1.03 million AUD to 

the Iraqi Ministry of Industry and Minerals, in order to give their company Lifese unfair access to 

contracts. 

Lifese Pty Ltd, is an Australian based company involved in large scale engineering and steel 

infrastructure construction projects both in Australia and overseas.  

On 19 February 2015, John Jousif, a 48 year- man from Fairfield, NSW was charged by the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP) with one count of conspiring to bribe a foreign public official 

Ibrahim Elomar, a 61 year old from Catherine Field, NSW and Mamdouh Elomar, a 63 year old from 

Denham Court, NSW were charged with the same offence soon afterwards.     

On 10 July this year, the men pleaded guilty to the indictment. 

Today, the trio was jailed for 4 years, and made eligible for parole after 2. The Elomars were also 

fined $250,000 each. 

In September 2014, $1.03 million was transferred to Iraq. Following the bribe the men entered into a 

contract with the Iraqi Ministry of Industry and Minerals (an industrial development agency) allowing 

Lifese to receive documentation on potential construction and engineering projects in Iraq. 

The Government takes a zero tolerance approach to corruption in all its forms.  

Foreign bribery distorts international competitive conditions resulting in an inefficient allocation of 

resources and economic distortions.  

That’s why, in July 2016, the Coalition Government injected $14.7 million over four years into the 

AFP to bolster its foreign bribery investigative capacity and enhance the multi-agency response to 

combatting corruption. The AFP is currently undertaking 23 active foreign bribery investigations. 

We have strong laws to prevent corrupt activity involving Australians overseas. These offences carry 

penalties of up to 10 years imprisonment and fines of up to $2.1 million for individuals and $21 

million for corporations. 

The AFP works in close partnership with its international and domestic partners to investigate and 

prosecute foreign bribery cases, which are inherently complex, protracted and trans-national in nature.   

I commend the work of the AFP and Operation Blare in using our tough laws to bring these dishonest 

men to justice. 
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